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Diverse Habitat use by the Japanese 

eel is a phenotypic plasticity affecting 

the dispersal of swimbladder parasite 

Anguillicola crassus



Introduction

Anguillicola crassus(Kuwahara, Niimi and 

Itagaki 1974) is an endemic swimbladder 

parasite of the Japanese eel Anguilla 

japonica in East Asia. It disperses widely 

among populations.
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Endemic host 

Global Dispersal of the Anguillicola crassus

Modified from H. Taraschewski

Why study Anguillicola crassusdispersal ?



Anguillicola crassusInfection in 

Europe and Asia
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Life-cycle of Anguillicola crassus
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Main Questions:

How does the Anguillicola crassus 

disperse among eel populations ?



Eel Habitat Usage is Diverse !

Yellow stage eel 
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