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Part 1

Morphological structure
of fish assemblages on
the Great Barrier Reef

Goatley and Bellwood (2009) Coral Reefs



Background

N

=X A Reef fish morphology has been
Xt relatively well studied and some
strong links exist between structure

and performance.

A Traits used are often relatively
complex and used independently.

A We aimed to use simple, key
morphological traits to explore
morphology, function and ecology
In a diverse array of fishes.




Methods

A Used a large collection of reef fish
specimens from the GBR.

A Measured: -
I Horizontal Gape

I Eye Diameter Key Traits

I Lower Jaw Length
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