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Overview
ÅBlack bream population severely 

depleted within the Blackwood River 

Estuary in the south west of Western 

Australia 

ÅLenanton (1977) showed significant 

catches across all regions sampled, 

Valesini et al., (1997) and more recent 

observations indicated substantial decline
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Restocking

ÅRestocking carried out

by Potter et al.,

ÅReleased approximately 220,000 

marked fingerlings over 2002/3

ÅSubsequently monitored their 

performance until November 2005
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Previous findings

ÅRestocked fish dominated the 2001 

and 2002 year classes

ÅRestocked individuals had slower 

growth rate than wild 

ÅNot all restocked fish had attained 

maturity by the end 

of their 5th year

whilst wild fish had 



Aims
Determine;

ÅIf restocked fish still significantly contribute 

to Blackwood River assemblage

ÅIf reduced growth performance of 

restocked fish persists

ÅIf all restocked fish eventually attain 

maturity

ÅIf poorer performance of restocked fish 

is due to genetic factors


