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This is not a purely academic question:

There are implications for fisheries

Epinephelus morrhua

Epinephelus radiatus

IS COLORATION A RELIABLE CHARACTER 

FOR TAXONOMY OF REEF FISHES?

Photo by Matt Craig



IS THE SUNDA SHELF BARRIER 

RESPONSIBLE FOR SPECIATION IN REEF FISHES?



Caribbean Hamlets 

(Hypoplectrus)

Graves & Rosenblatt 1980; Garcia-Machado et al. 2003;  Ramon et al. 2003



Chaetodon octofasciatus

Gene Sequence Approach

�‡600bp 16S rDNA �±no difference

�‡750bp Cyt b �±2 base changes

�‡Nuclear S7 intron �±no difference

Indonesia Palau

Yellow morph restricted to Indo-Malaysia

White morph restricted to Palau and New Guinea

Craig and Rocha, unpubl.


