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Coral -dwelling fishes resilient to 
bleaching but not death of host corals



Á Branching corals are major habitat providers 

Á Widespread use of coral as settlement habitat 
makes reef fishes vulnerable to coral disturbance

Á Live coral tissue, not just coral structure, is an 
important resource (Booth & Berretta 2002, Feary et al. 2007)

Á Coral tissue may provide camouflage (Wilson et al. 2006)

Live Coral as Habitat

Jones et al. 2004



Coral Bleaching & Habitat Change

Á Fish settlement peaks often coincide with periods 
of increased risk of bleaching (e.g. GBR)

Á Critical to understand how bleaching affects fish 
recruitment and persistence

Patchy bleachingÁ Bleaching is an increasingly  
common disturbance to live 
coral habitats

Á Corals can remain bleached 
for months prior to recovery 
or death (Baird & Marshall 2002)


