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Impact of Climate Change on Fisheries in the Pacific

In recognition of the importance of fisheries to the Pacific, SPC and AusAID have joined forces to assess the likely effects

of climate change on fish habitats and on the productivity of oceanic, coastal and inland fisheries and aquaculture.

The broad aim of the project is to equip policy makers and managers in Pacific Island countries and territories with infor-
ation on how clim hange might affect their plans for the sustainable use of fish for food, employment and national

revenue.

The project will address im stions about the effects of climate change on fisheries, such as: Will the abun-
dance and distribution of tuna change’l Will coastal fisheries be less productive? Are changes in weather patterns likely to

u n
V increase the risks for small boat 7 Will future p of rainfall affect the potential for small-pond aquaculture?
| I n e ra I I How well-prepared is the nghnbadau toanywd-dungu‘l
Key outputs Vulnerability assessment

Initially, the project will review previous work on climate change
related to fisheries in the region, and identify the emerging

Early work on the project indicates that a more comprehensive
2 e pek o ' of the wulnerability of Pacific fisheries to climate
issuief and key activtiesthat siow need to be Ltewik change is needad to provide the best possible advice to the

a S S e S S m e n t L —_——— S made' ::uppon .
ability assessment designed to:
+ implications of climate change for plans to optimise theuse | I Ji indli
of fish for food security, livelihcods and economic growth; ks hise e My chrgesiich sctacash

systems in the Pacific will affect the various ecosystems and
* adaptation and nesded to maintai habitats that support fish; and

the benefits of fisheries in the face of climate changs; estimate the ikely effects of these changes onoceanc,
* current regional capacity to forecast and mitigate the effects coastal and freshwater fisheries, and the productivity of
of climate change on fisheries and aquaculture; and aquaculture.
* priorities for cost-effective development assistance to ad-
dress the effects of climate change on fisheries.
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The Pacific Communi
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Why are we doing the work?

To guide plans to address thi@ee
main guestiongraming the use of
fisheries resources in the Pacific



How can tuna best contribute to

economic growth?
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How much fish needed for food
security?
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How many livelihoods can be
based on fisheries resources?

New approache:

AAssessment often
Impractical

AManage within
sustainable bounds

AMonitor outcomes




