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Cryptobenthic reef fishes

·Visually inconspicuous Adult fishes normally smaller than 
50 mm and maintain a close association with the benthos



Why cryptobenthic fishes?

·Underrepresented group ïVisual fish surveys 

·Recent study indicated that a cryptobenthic community 

composed approximately 50% of fishes on a coral reef

·Passes up to 25% of energy used by fishes

·Useful biological indicators

·Short life-history

·Substrate dependent



Previous Studies
·Some major factors determining 

cryptobenthic reef fish assemblage 
structure

·Microhabitat characteristics 
(Depczynski, M. & D.R. Bellwood. 2003)

·Wave exposure
(Depczynski, M. & D.R. Bellwood. 2003)

·Depth (algal) (Santi & Selvaggia 2007)

·Predation  (Mesa et al. 2006)


